
5th October 2026, update for

A history of Melksham Railway Station
“From Brunel to the next phase” 

- collated by Graham Ellis

1848 – 1850 - 1872 – 1923 – 1948 – 1966
1985 – 1993 – 1001 - 2006 – 2013 - 2026

– continuing into the future



About this presentation 
My thanks to many including: Alan Baines, Simon Brewer, Lisa Ellis, Jane Jones, Richard Fairhurst, John Money, 
Bob Morrison, David Philips, Tony Seager, Guy Vincent and the Melksham and District Historical Association for 
permission to use their pictures and graphics in this presentation and associated works.  Other pictures are 
from my personal collections. Please ask me for individual attributions and copyright details, and let me know 
of any corrections.  This presentation is a moving document, and additional material is welcome for 
consideration for future revisions.

I have included some historic photographs which show dangerous practises around the railway, and their 
inclusion is purely illustrative and neither I nor the Melksham Transport User Group condone them.  Some 
pictures looking forward are artists' impressions and show what the future might look like, but there's no 
guarantee of that. 

My thanks also to all the wonderful people I have been involved with over the past decades in our joint work on 
Melksham Station, its train service, and the wider and aspects of public and sustainable transport at they effect 
the Melksham and the county, region and country. I really appreciate your friendships, even at times when 
we've not been able to agree on mutual goals and how to achieve them.  This has been very much a 
collaborative team venture with each of us bringing our strengths as we can to reach places we could not 
otherwise reach, and long may that continue into and through the next decade. 

The current version of this  document may be found at 
https://grahamellis.uk/wsw.pdf

Graham Ellis, October 2026
48 Spa Road, Melksham, SN12 7NY
graham@sn12.net
07974 925928 or 01225 708225
My emailing policy: https://grahamellis.uk/email



Melksham Station and the railway line through

1. Victorian Era - plans, opening in 1848 to 1901

2. Until 1950 - plodding along in a changing world

3. Dying days, closure and rebirth - 1950 to 2000

4. Growing up again - teenage years 2001 to 2026

5. Delivering a quality sustainable future product



Melksham Station and line – a more detailed timeline



Before the coming of the Railways



Andrews' and Dury's Map of Wiltshire, 1773



Great Western Misses Melksham

●

●

●

●

●

●

Railway from London to Bristol Proposed Brunel's plan 

was to route it via Melksham 

But settled for route via Box & tunnel

Main works to be at Swindon

Opened in stages / past Chippenham in 1841 

Melksham missed off the main line



Melksham wanted to get its cheese to market



`So … independent Construction

●

●

●

●

Wiltshire, Somerset and Weymouth Railway Co. 

First section opened in 1848 Thingley to Westbury 

Intermediate Stations at Melksham and Trowbridge 

Main line passengers changed at Thingley. Why?

–

–

Lack of agreement between companies 

Fear of facing points
●

●

Construction was to Brunel's gauge of 7' 0.25” 

Lack of money stalled construction at Westbury



Engineer's drawing – Avon Bridge



Preparing to open – Circa 1848



Thingley Junction [1966]



Great Western Expansion

●

●

●

●

Bought out by Great Western 

Through trains via Thingley from 1850 

Extending the W S & W main line …

-Frome; Castle Cary; Yeovil; Dorchester; 

Weymouth Branches and beyond branches
- Warminster then Salisbury

- Bradford-on-Avon then Bath

- Devizes then Hungerford



GWR buying up other railways



Bridge on the Devizes line



Expanding branches - WS&W



Great Western – 1870 - 1900

●

●

●

Change of gauge (1872 at Melksham) and years 
or prosperity but ...

Cutoff and infill lines

- London and South Western to Weymouth

- Westbury to Patney

- Castle Cary to Taunton

-Frome and Westbury avoiding lines [later] 

We become something of a secondary line 

...



Swindon, circa 1890



Bradshaw, 1895



Bradshaw, 1895
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Westbury Station, c 1908



Further stops on the line

●

●

●

Extra Stations – earlier ones, stone built 

Lacock

Staverton

Extra station – for the junction 

Holt

Extra halts for railmotors, wooden platforms

Beanacre 

Broughton Gifford



Works outing at Holt, 1903



The Wiltshire, Somerset and Weymouth



An Edwardian Postcard



From Great Western to Great Western !

●

●

●

Road and private cars start to encroach

The Great War puts huge pressure on railways 

By 1922, private railway companies are worn out

● From 1st January 1923, the government grouped 
railways into 4 companies – Southern, London 
and North Eastern, London Midland and 
Scottish and Great Western the latter the only 
company to retain the name of a constituent



Run up to 1923 grouping









Flooded, between the wars



Circa 1940



Second World War and BR

●

●

●

●

●

Second World War brought renewed pressures 

RAF Melksham was a major training point 

Major sidings at Lacock, extra loop to Corsham 

Signal Boxes opened for the war

But equipment worn our and finances ruined

●

●

Railways nationalised on 1st January 1948

The line through Melksham becomes part of British 
Railways, Western Region



At the heart of the war effort



Equipment
from
Spencers



RAF Melksham



Track layout, Lacock



Lacock, c 1952



Thingley Junction, 1952



Thingley Junction





Early 1960s at Melksham



Trowbridge train at Melksham











Heading South



Awaiting the Trowbridge train



Holt



Bradford Junction



Arriving into Trowbridge



Waiting to leave Trowbridge





Setting out from Westbury



Bradshaw, February 1954



Modernisation ...

●

●

●

Freight continued to move to the roads 

Passengers move to private cars

Railways .. old fashioned, out of date 
and out of favour.

●

●

The Modernisation plan, spearheaded by Ernest 
Marples and Dr Richard Beeching saw InterCity as the 
future

Closed thousands of miles of track & many local 
stations



A station without goods ...



… platforms with no customers ...



… trains without passengers 



Lacock, 1966, looking north



Staverton



With a staffed ticket office at MKM





Page from Bradshaw
1960



Complete Closure in all but name

●

●

●

Beanacre and Broughton Gifford closed in 1955 

Lacock, Melksham, Holt and Staverton closed in 

1966 Also in 1966, the Calne and Devizes lines 

closed

● The line from Chippenham to Trowbridge remained 
open, with a single passenger train each way per day 
… that was reduced further in due course to just a 
summer saturday train, varied route such as Oxford to 
Weymouth



Closed. The daily train passes by.





Summer 1967



After closure, before demolition







Dismanted to a basic railway

●

●

●

●

●

The Station buildings were demolished 

The sidings were reduced

The line was singled in 1967

In 1990, the triangle at Bradford Jn was removed 

Where there was a buyer, land was sold off

● The line only survived at all for the occasional freight 
train and as a useful diversionary route to the West.







Track layout, Melksham over time



A line for enthusiast's specials ...



And she’s still going strong!



… for diverted expresses ...



… and for freight ...



Where residents caught trains from elsewhere



But then ...

●

●

●

●

●

OPEC and the 1973 oil crisis The 

growth of Melksham

The rise of the commuter outside London Rail 

travel came back into fashion

In 1982, Regional Railways core sector was 
created

● Re-openings of stations included Melksham in 
1985



Until May 1985 (working timetable)



Back in business!



May 1985 – another First Train



Health and safety??





Main line relayed along platform



Baby steps – open, but ...

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

Just a return commuter trip to Swindon / limited 

uptake Lack of advertising of new services

Mumbled on through privatisation; → 5 a day in 

2001 Operated on a shoestring by Wessex Trains

Hostile land (different company's station) in 

Swindon Unreliable, often cancelled, never the 

less growing

By 2006, peak trains were quite busy having grown at 
8% per annum for 5 years; lunchtime train was still thin 
in use



Bradford curve, lost as late as 1990



Celebrating 
150 years 
of GWR



Open – just. Tired and faded.



September 1994, 07:40 from Frome



Fares 
from 
Melksham, 
Jan 1997



23 January
 2003

11:41 SOU → 
SWI



Melksham Station, Circa 2003



A passing train to Glasonbury



Westbury still a major operation point



Service butchered again

●

●

●

Strategic Railway Authority counted passengers in 

2003 Assumed a 0.8% growth where 8% compound 

achieved Specified back down to 2 trains a day for 

next franchise

First won the franchise and scheduled trains to 
minimise cost (running train in spare time off other line) 
rather than maximised passengers.

From December 2006 full peak trains withdrawn. We 
had

”Two trains a day – too early in the morning and too late at night”



Too early



Too late



Santa - 2007



Santa - 2009



Santa 2010 – a High Speed Train



Santa 2012 - “Crowd Control”



What could have been and what has been achieved



First (or third generation) Great Western

●

●

2005 – 2012 franchise … service provided defied logic

Campaign groups such as Melksham Railway 
Development Group, West Wilts Rail Users Group, 
Save the Train and More Train Less Strain operated in 
the area

1. To make it known there was an improvement case

2. To have that improvement case seriously analysed

3. To (re)gain an appropriate service

4. To retain that appropriate service



Supported by the community in person



… and online



Duncan Hames (before he was our MP



Some of the TransWilts team



The challenge

●

●

TransWilts Rail – our MP (Duncan Hames), Wiltshire Council, 
Network Rail, First Great Western, the Wessex Association of 
Chambers of Commerce, The Swindon and Wiltshire LEP, 
local community and rail user groups.

TransWilts rail needed

- A business case study

- An operational case study

- A public survey

- A Business survey

- Proof that they could get people to actually use trains



Reports, studies, surveys, trials



A lot of people helped with this



Roll of honour – December 2013



Return of an appropriate service



Appropriate service – trial metrics

●

●

●

●

●

●

From 8th December 2013, 3 year trial service

8 trains each way per day, Monday to 

Saturday Slightly fewer on Sundays

Target in year 1 – 45,000 

passengers Target in year 3 – 

108,000 passengers

that's up from 56 to 320 journeys per day on the 
Chippenham – Melksham – Trowbridge route 
section

DfT mechanism to continue if it succeeds



Minister, MP, FGW, Council - together



All Party support. Prospective MP & Minister



Upgrading the station. New Shelter



Integrating bus and rail (OOOps ….)



The Rail Link bus started in the summer of 2014 and ran to spring 2015.  

It was financed from the LSTF, and provided by extending the working day 
of one of the (then) two town bus minibus vehicles.  

It ran from Bowerhill, via the east of Melksham and The Forest and Town 
Centre to the railway station in time for the two peak trains to Swindon, 
and back in the evening after the two peak trains got back.

Passenger numbers were up to about a dozen on the busiest journey in 
the lead up to Christmas 2014.

A Wiltshire Councillor rode on the service on first day back in the new year 
(Friday 2nd January) and filed a report that the service only carried a 
couple of passengers.  He requested that the funding be transferred to a 
youth transport project.  We only learn of these activities later so failed to 
respond with solid data; although there was nothing confidential about 
them, neither were they published. 

The service had been a free one to help build up passenger numbers, 
funded from grant money. Passengers indicate they would pay for the bus 
ride like they paid for the train, but without a formal consultation report 
and only a limited timescale uner LSTF, the risk of continuning the service 
was not taken. 



The community letting people know!



Taking the news to the residents



The new timetable



How is it doing?
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Getting Communities to use it



How was it doing  by summer 2014?



Getting Commuters to use them



… into Swindon



Out for the day



How is it doing?

●

●

●

It's very hard to tell how a train service is doing from 
pictures, so I'm going to share with you some figures 
that were presented by Wiltshire Council to the First 
Great Western Stakeholder's conference on 26th May 
2014

Remember the old figure of 56 journeys per day. The 
forecast was 135 per day in the first year, with a target 
of 320 per day by the third year.

We're just six months in so far ...



Numbers of journeys and types



Where the new passengers come from



Melksham is at the heart of the network



The Customer's view



The future – as it was 10 years ago

●

●

●

●

●

●

Next franchise from 2015 for 1, 3 or 5 years

Longer term planning up to 2026 at LEP and WC and DfT

Everyone is thinking now about what comes next

Shrinking, growing or mushrooming?? 

Changing … timetable? … trains? … route?

Signalling? … loops? … doubling? … 
curve? … electric?

Ideas that were once pie in the sky become possible then probable

Supported by everyone together via the TransWilts 
Community Rail Partnership (“TransWilts Rail”)



My conclusion in 2014 …
Please use our train service!

Any Questions?

What has happened since?





Steam trains return / excussions 2014 and 2016





Electric trains aborted to Chippenham



Level Crossimg improvements have staretd





There is still some old stuff around



West Wiltshire Rail User Group



Mellksham Railway Transport Deverlopment User Group





Better train information and gaps at ene of day filled



Ticket Vending Machine



Parking has gone from free to paid and feared





More ooccasional special traims



We measure how busy by  the amount of rubbish



29th September 2016 – Marketing Award and accreditation



Weymouth Wizard – summer 2016



Rail Minister Paul Maynard visits 2nd March 2017



15th June 2018
The core team at the  Communuty Rail conference



Opening and subseuqent closure of Hub cafe



Demonstration run of electric bus to the statiion



Engineerimg works and rail replacement buses





Cycle hire was tried















TransWilts changed to being an acreddited CRP





8th December 2023 – A million journeys in 10 years



A “Thank You” to all – Wiltshire Council, Department for Transport, TransWilts, 
Travelwatch SouthWest, First Group, amd the local Town Council shown at Westbury. 



Melksham Station, today (August 2026)



This millenium – now 25 years more history

Ticket sales for train journeys to / from Melksham



Key to previous slide

A - Bumping along with just a single commuter service to Swindon 
and back, 5 days a week

B - Wessex Trains, 5 each way per day. 2004 is an estimate.

C - "Melksham Specials" - dominant sales of Melksham to Bristol 
tickets for use only from Trowbridge or B-o-A

D - First Great Western - 2 trains each way per day

E - Local Sustainable Transport fund - up to 8 / 7 (Sat) / 5 (Sun) 
trains each way per day

F - Commuter train full, reliability issues started, community rail 
refocused

G - Covid! And post-covid period. Line closed for 5 weeks in year to 
end of March 2025.







Direct trans from Melksham, Autumn 2026



5 hours by train from Melksham



We have a reliability issue right across the region



Lots to talk about – https://www.passenger.chat run from Melksham
New posts by month

https://www.passenger.chat/


Who are the organisations you may contact these days?

Parish Councils

Melksham Transport User Group

West Wiltshire Rail User Group 

TransWilts Community Rail Partnership

Wiltshire Unitary Council

Western Gateway subNational Transport Body

TravelWatch SouthWest

(First) Great Western Railway

Great Western Coffee Shop forum

Railfuture Ltd

Departement for Transport

Great British Railways

Network Rail

National Rail

Travelline; CRN; RSSB; RAIB; RDG;; ORR; BRTA.



Far and wide from Melksham – 2024/5/6 – 2027?  



Where do people travel by train?



What time of day do they travel?



Looking forward - (1) 



Looking forward - (2) 



Looking forward - (3) 



Looking forward - (4) 



Looking forward - (5) 



THANK YOU ...
The current version of this  document may be found at    

https://grahamellis.uk/wsw.pdf

And thank YOU for your attention to this presentation 
and for  using our public transport yourself 
as and when it’s appropriate to you

My thanks also to all the wonderful people I have been involved with over the 
past decades in our joint work on Melksham Station, its train service, and the 
wider and aspects of public and sustainable transport at they effect the 
Melksham and the county, region and country. I really appreciate your 
friendships, even at time when we've not been able to agree on mutual goals 
and how to achieve them.  This has been very much a collaborative team 
venture with each of us bringing our strengths as we can to reach places we 
could not otherwise reach, and long may that continue into and through the 
next decade. 

Graham Ellis, October 2026 - graham@sn12.net - 07974 925928

Any questions?  Offers to help?  Ask now or please get back in touch later.

mailto:graham@sn12.net
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